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About this Document: 
This document offers an overview of some of the main questions in the 2015 Asexual Community Census. 
Additional analysis on specific topics will be in the form of blog posts and can be found on the Asexual Census 
Website.  
Distribution of this document in whole or in part is encouraged so long as credit is given to the Asexual Survey 
Team. A recommended citation is below.  
 

About the Survey Team: 
The Survey Team is a group of volunteers who have worked to design and analyze the 2015 Asexual Community 
Census. Team members have a variety of skills and expertise related to survey design and data processing from 
academic study, work and volunteer experience.  
You can contact the survey team at asexualcensus@gmail.com  
 
 For updates from the Survey Team, subscribe to the Asexual Census Blog at 
http://www.asexualcensus.wordpress.com. 
 
 

Recommended Citation: 
Bauer, C., Miller, T., Ginoza, M., Chiang, A., Youngblom, K., Baba, A., Pinnell, J., Penten, P., Meinhold, M., Ramaraj, V. 
(2017). The 2015 Asexual Census Summary Report. Retrieved from 
https://asexualcensus.files.wordpress.com/2017/10/2015_ace_census_summary_report.pdf. The Ace Community 
Survey Team. 
In text citation: (Bauer et al., 2017) or, Bauer et al. (2017) reported... 
 

 
  

 

https://asexualcensus.wordpress.com/
https://asexualcensus.wordpress.com/
http://t.umblr.com/redirect?z=mailto%3Aasexualcensus%40gmail.com&t=YjI4NzZmMjQ1ZjY2ODNiOGM4Y2Y2OTBjOGExMTNmNDg5YzJhMDM4MCwxeXptMmRRUw%3D%3D&b=t%3AJnZFu_zJBj4vlMzGMe1KrQ&p=http%3A%2F%2Favenpt.tumblr.com%2Fpost%2F163934251426%2Fwe-need-your-help-volunteering-with-the-survey&m=1
http://www.asexualcensus.wordpress.com/
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Methodology & Terminology 
 
Census Methodology: 

The Asexual Community Census is intended as an ongoing annual survey of major asexual communities. It includes 
a core set of basic demographic questions and rotating sets of topical questions, in order to obtain better 
information on the makeup of asexual communities, and to track any trends on those communities over time.  
 
The survey received a total of 9,161 responses (Ace = 8,663 and Non-Ace= 498), slightly fewer participants than 
the 2014 report. The survey represents a convenience sample recruited via snowballing sampling techniques.  
 
Announcements containing a link to the survey were posted on several major asexual websites (AVEN, The Asexual 
Agenda, etc.), as well as in asexuality-themed groups on various popular social networking sites (Facebook, 
Tumblr, Twitter, Reddit, Livejournal, etc.). Respondents were encouraged to share the link with any other asexual 
communities or individuals they knew.  
 
Although recruitment was focused on asexual spectrum respondents, non-ace respondents who encountered the 
survey were encouraged to take it as well, which provides the opportunity for some level of comparative data.  
 
 

Terminology: 

To avoid ambiguity, “ace” or “ace respondents” will be used to refer to the aggregate “asexual spectrum”, consisting 
of people identifying as asexual, demisexual, or  gray-asexual, while “asexual” will be used to refer to those who 
identify specifically as “asexual”. 
 
In descriptive text throughout this report “respondents with non-binary genders” refers to those who selected “not 
listed (see below)” for the question, “Which of the following best describes your current gender identity? 
Man/male, Woman/female, Not listed (see below).” Respondents with non-binary genders was chosen as a 
descriptive term and does not indicate that respondents specifically identified as non-binary. The full breakdown 
of respondents with non-binary genders can be found in the Gender Identity section 1.7. In a few places this 
specific question is referenced and responses are described with their original wording “not listed”.  
 
 

Interpreting Results: 

It is crucial to note that the asexual spectrum respondents do not represent asexual spectrum people in general, 
but rather, the people who have sufficient contact with the community in order to have found the survey. 
Furthermore, some ace communities are over- or under-represented because of differences in recruiting 
effectiveness. Lastly, the non-ace respondents do not represent the population as a whole, but rather, the kind of 
people who have contact with ace respondents or ace communities. 
 

 



 
Asexual Community Census  - 2015 Summary Report page 6 

Additionally, readers should keep in mind that every survey comes with statistical error.  In each table, we report 
N, which is the number of respondents in the relevant group.  If we report a figure of P%, then the margin of error 
is approximately 2*⎷(P*(100%-P)/N) (at the 95% confidence level). 
 
For example, a table in Section 1.1 has one column titled “Asexual (N=6211)” and another column is titled 
“Demisexual (N=951)”.  The first column says 1.5% of asexuals are gay, and if we calculate the margin of error, it is 
0.3%.  The second column says that 2.0% of demisexuals are gay, and if we calculate the margin of error, it is 0.9%. 
The numbers 1.5% and 2.0% are within the margin of error.  Therefore, we cannot say with confidence whether 
asexuals or demisexuals are more likely to be gay. 
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Section 1: General Survey Demographics 
 

1.1 Sexual Orientation 

In most questions in this report, the asexual, gray-asexual and demisexual groups are analyzed together, and are 
referred to collectively as ace respondents (N=8663), which will be compared to the respondents who answered none 
of the above, who are referred to as non-ace respondents (N=498). 
 
All respondents were required to answer if they 
identified as asexual, gray-asexual, demisexual, or 
none of the above. The breakdown for this survey 
was as follows: 
 

Which of the following labels do you most closely 
identify with? (Mark only one oval) 

 
The majority of respondents identified as asexual 
(68.6%), followed by gray-asexual (15.6%), 
demisexual (10.4%), and none of the above (5.4%). 
 

Sexual Orientation Percentage N 

Asexual 68.6 6284 

Gray-Asexual 15.6 1427 

Demisexual 10.4 952 

None of the above 5.4 498 

 

   

Which of the following sexual orientation labels 
do you most closely identify with? 

The next question of the survey asked about 
identification with other sexual orientation labels, 
like ‘gay’, ‘straight’, ‘lesbian’, and ‘pansexual’. Unlike 
previous iterations of the survey which only targeted 
this question at non-ace respondents, this year’s 
survey asked both ace respondents and non-ace 
respondents whether they identified as any of the 
following, in order to account for the fact that some  - 
such as grey-ace respondents, for example - may not 
consider asexuality their primary or only identity. 
Please note however that the question still asks 
respondents to select only the label that they most 
identify with, and therefore may not capture all labels 
that an individual might possibly identify with. 
Section 8.2 specifically asks if respondents consider 
themselves LGBTQ+ and also if they consider 
themselves Queer. 

The majority of asexual identifying participants 
exclusively identified as part of the ace spectrum 
(58.1%), followed by those who most closely 
identified as queer (18.2%), straight (10.7%), 
bisexual (3.3%), pansexual (3.2%), lesbian and other 
(2.5% each), and gay (1.5%). Approximately a 
quarter of demisexual identifying participants 
identified as straight (26.0%), and another quarter as 
exclusively demisexual (25.3%), followed by  

pansexual (14.5%), queer (12.9%), bisexual (11.9%) , lesbian (4.5%), other (2.8%), and gay (2.0%).  
Approximately half of gray-asexual identified as exclusively gray-asexual or straight (27.0% & 23.7%) , followed by 
queer (16.6%), bisexual (12.5%), pan (11.2%), other (3.1%), lesbian (3.0%), and gay (2.8%). The largest group for 
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non-ace respondents was straight (29.8%), followed by bisexual (21.5%), pansexual (18.6%), queer (9.9%), gay 
(7.1%), other (6.9%), and lesbian (4.3%). 
 

Which of the following sexual orientation labels do you most closely identify with?  

(Mark only one oval) 

 

Identify with most 
Asexual 
(N=6211) 

Demisexual 
(N=951) 

Gray-Asexual 
(N=1413) 

Non-Ace 
(N=494) 

Bisexual 3.3 11.9 12.5 21.5 

Gay 1.5 2.0 2.8 7.1 

Lesbian 2.5 4.5 3.0 4.3 

Pansexual 3.2 14.5 11.2 18.6 

Queer 18.2 12.9 16.6 9.9 

Straight 10.7 26.0 23.7 29.8 

None of the above, I only identify as 
asexual / gray-asexual / demisexual 

58.1 25.3 27.0 0.0 

Other 2.5 2.8 3.1 8.9 
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1.2 Age 

Respondents ranged in age from 13 to 79, with a median age 
of 27 and a mean age of 22. The survey was limited to 
respondents at least 13 years of age for legal reasons. 

The age distribution is strongly skewed towards younger age 
ranges, with 86.9% of respondents 30 years of age or 
younger, clustering predominantly around the late teens 
and 20s age ranges.  
 

 

1.3 Education 

Are you currently a student? Mark only one oval. 

Reflecting the age distribution, over half of ace and 
non-ace respondents reported that they were 
students at the time of the survey. 22.1% of ace 
respondents reported that they were in high school, 
34.9% reported that they were undergraduate 
college students, and 7.7% reported that they were 
graduate students. Similar percentages were 
observed in the non-ace population. 
 

 
 
 

Student status 
Ace 

(N=8609) 
Non-Ace 
(N=497) 

High school student 22.1 23.9 

Undergraduate student 34.9 33.2 

Graduate student 7.7 6.6 

Not in school 34.1 35.6 

Other 1.1 0.6 
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What is your highest completed level of 
education? Mark only one oval. 

 

Education 
Ace 

(N=8598) 
Non-Ace 
(N=494) 

Less than high school 19.9 22.3 

High school graduate (or 
equivalent) 17.5 15.0 

Some college (1-4 years, no 
degree) 32.7 31.4 

Bachelor's degree (BA, BS, 
AB, etc.) 18.7 17.8 

Master’s degree (MA, MS, 
MENG, MSW, etc) 5.2 6.7 

Associate's degree 
(including occupational or 
academic degrees) 4.9 5.1 

Other 1.0 1.8 

 
 

 

 

 

The largest percentage of aces, approximately one 
third, had some college education (32.7%), followed 
by less than high school (19.9%), Bachelor’s degree 
(18.7%), high school graduate (17.5%), Master’s 
degree (5.2%), and Associate’s degree (4.9%). 

Of note respondents whose race was North American 
Native only had a Chi-Square significantly different 
distribution (p<.01), where respondents had larger 
percentages of some college, less than high school, 
high school graduate, and Associate's degree, but 
only 3.0% had a Bachelor’s degree or above.  This 
could be influenced by younger median age of 20 and 
a mean age of 23 for North American Native only 
respondents. 
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1.4 Religion 
 

What is your religious preference? (Mark only one oval) 

  
 

Religion 
Ace 

(N=8,535) 
Non-Ace 
(N=491) 

Roman Catholic 5.8 4.7 

Protestant (including 
Seventh Day Adventist) 5.6 4.5 

Anglican 0.9 <0.1 

Orthodox Christian 0.6 1.4 

Jehovah's Witness 0.1 0.2 

Mormon 0.6 0.2 

Other Christian 6.5 4.1 

Combined Christian 20.1 15.1 

Muslim 0.5 0.6 

Orthodox Jewish 0.1 <0.1 

Conservative Jewish 0.3 0.2 

Reform Jewish 1.3 2.0 

Combined Jewish 1.7 2.2 

Hindu 0.2 0.2 

Buddhist 1.2 1.0 

Wiccan/Pagan/Polytheist 4.3 4.7 

Pantheist or Panentheist 0.7 0.8 

Atheist 29.8 35.4 

Agnostic 23.1 22.6 

Other non-religious 4.7 5.7 

Other religious 3.8 3.1 

Unsure 9.7 8.6 

 

 
More than half of the ace and non-ace respondents 
reported that they are Atheist or Agnostic, with aces 
reporting 29.8% and 35.4% respectively, and 
non-aces reporting 23.1% and 22.6% respectively. 
The combination of Christian respondents made up 
the third largest religious category in both groups 
(20.1% and 15.1% respectively), and the fourth 
largest for both were those who marked unsure 
(9.7% and 8.6% respectively). 
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1.5 Nationality  
 

Nationality: Please select the country of your primary residence Mark only one oval.  1

 

 

1  Default options for nationality were based on most frequent answers from the 2014 ace community census results. 
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Country 
Ace 

(N=8663) 
Non-Ace 
(N=498) 

United States of America 61.4 61.4 
United Kingdom 10.3 9.8 
Canada 7.6 7.8 
Australia 4.3 5.6 
Germany 2.7 2.0 
France 1.5 1.6 
New Zealand 1.1 0.8 
Brazil 0.9 0.4 
Netherlands 0.8 0.6 
Sweden 0.6 0.6 
Norway 0.6 0.0 
Ireland 0.6 0.6 
Italy 0.5 0.0 
Spain 0.5 0.2 
Finland 0.4 0.2 
Russia 0.5 0.4 
Israel 0.4 0.4 
Mexico 0.4 0.0 
Poland 0.3 0.4 
Austria 0.3 0.6 
Argentina 0.3 0.2 
Belgium 0.2 0.2 
Denmark 0.2 1.0 
Singapore 0.2 0.4 
Chile 0.2 0.0 
Portugal 0.2 0.0 
India 0.2 0.2 
Switzerland 0.2 0.0 
Hungary 0.2 0.4 
Czech Republic 0.2 0.4 
Philippines 0.2 0.0 
Japan 0.1 0.0 
Missing 0.1 0.0 
Other 1.9 3.6 

 
Participants reported their current primary 
residences were in 85 different countries. 
The majority of participants were from the United 
States, with 61.4%, followed by the United Kingdom 
(10.3%), Canada (7.6%), and Australia (4.3%). These 
are similar percentages to the 2014 survey which had 
63.6% from the United States, followed by the United 
Kingdom (9%), Canada (7.9%), and Australia (4.1%). 
As the survey is in English, it is skewed towards 
English speaking countries.  
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1.6 Race  
 

1.6.1 Race Categorizations  

Race for this survey was collected in four groups. 
Participants from the U.S., Canada, and the U.K. were 
presented with the questions on their respective 
country’s census and each set of question had the 
option to write-in their race. Participants from other 
countries were presented with a write-in option. 
Those write-in options were interpreted and 
included where possible. These four groups were 
then combined to have statistics on the overall racial 
distributions of survey participants in section 1.6.2. 
The three census questions are described in sections 
1.6.3 - 1.6.5, with comparisons with each respective 
census’ distributions. Starting in the 2016 Ace 
Community Census, one overarching race question 
was asked of all participants, in addition to the three 
census questions from the U.S., U.K., and Canada. 

Due to small sample sizes, some racial categories 
were combined into larger categories. For example, 
Asian Pacific Islander (API) is a combined category 
that includes: Asian, Indian, Native Hawaiian, 
Guamanian, Samoan (etc.). The larger combined 
categories reported include Asian and/or Pacific 
Islander (API) only, Asian only (in the U.K. and 
Canada), Black only, Hispanic/Latinx only*, 
Hispanic/Latinx All*, North American Native only, 
White only, those indicating Two or More Races, and 
combined group of People of Color.  

 
Hispanic/Latinx  
In the Canada Census, “Latin American” is considered 
a race, as in many other areas of the world. In the U.S. 
Census there is no race for Latin American, instead 
respondents are asked to choose another race  or 2

write one in, and then there is a completely separate 
question on ethnicity for those who have Hispanic,  

2  U.S. Census Racial Categories 

 

Latino, and Spanish origin . With these two 3

definitions there is not an equal comparison. In 
addition, a sizeable proportion of respondents in the 
U.S.A. skipped the race question and only responded 
to the ethnicity question of Hispanic/Latinx /Spanish 
origin, or specifically wrote in their race to be 
Hispanic or Latinx. To account for non-U.S. Latinx and 
U.S. exclusively Hispanic/Latinx respondents, 
“Hispanic/Latinx as a Race” is included in the 
Combined Race section 1.6.2 and the U.S. Census 
section 1.6.3. The original Latin, South or Central 
American option is included in the Canadian Census 
section 1.6.4, and while the U.K. Census includes a 
Latin American option, there were too few 
respondents to include in the U.K. Census section 
1.6.5, but they are included in the Combined Race 
section 1.6.2.  

This Hispanic/Latinx Race category leaves out any 
respondent in the U.S.A. who indicated any other 
race2  as well as Hispanic/Latino/Spanish origin. To 
account for these respondents, and to have an overall 
percentage of Hispanic/Latinx respondents, these 
Hispanic/Latino/Spanish respondents who also 
chose another race are added to the respondents of 
the Hispanic/Latinx Race category to create a 
Hispanic/Latinx All category, which is included in the 
Combined Race section 1.6.2 and the U.S. Census 
section 1.6.3.  

Hispanic/Latinx respondents would be classified as 
Two or More Races in three instances. First, 
respondents outside the U.S. indicating Latin, South, 
or Central American as well as another race. Second, 
respondents in the U.S. who specifically wrote in 
Hispanic/Latinx and also indicated another race. 
Third, respondents who indicated at least two races 
that were not Hispanic/Latinx, or specifically 
indicated mixed/biracial, and additionally indicated 
Hispanic/Latinx.  

3  U.S. Census Hispanic Origin Question 

 

https://www2.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/about/qbyqfact/2016/Race.pdf
https://www2.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/about/qbyqfact/2016/Hispanic.pdf
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People of Color 

People of color is a term used in the U.S., to indicate 
those who are not White Only. In the Canadian 
Census, Visible Minority has a similar meaning. As the 
ace community’s representation in the media is 
largely white, the experiences of People of Color are 
specifically acknowledged in this report, whether or 
not those respondents are racial minorities in their 
country of residence. The term People of Color was 
chosen over a term such as Visible Minority, to 
include respondents of color across who are a 
majority racial group in their country of residence 
and North American Native respondents.  

People of Color consists of all respondents from the 
API Only, Black Only, Hispanic/Latinx Only , 4

Hispanic/Latinx All, North American Native Only, and 
Two or More Races categories.  

Distributions of People of Color are explored in the 
Combined Race section 1.6.2. Racial cross-tabulations 
are included in certain sections, such as the Rape and 
Non-Consensual Sex section 5.1. In addition, 
Chi-Square tests were run for all racial categories 
against all questions in the survey. Statistically 
significant results are reported within the sections 
themselves. For example, in the Significant 
Relationships section 4.1, North American Native 
Only respondents reported a statistically significant 
larger percentage of non-romantic relationships.  

 
  

4  Definitions for Hispanic/Latinx All and Hispanic/Latinx 
as a Race are included in the Race Categorization section 
1.6.1 
 
5 Dillman, D. A., Smyth, J. D., & Christian, L. M. (2014). 
Internet, Phone, Mail, and Mixed-Mode Surveys: The 
Tailored Design Method (4th ed.). Hoboken, NJ: John Wiley 
& Sons. 

1.6.2 Combined Race 

What is your race? Combined from U.S.A., Canada, 

U.K. census questions and write-in question for other 
countries.  
 
The largest percentage was participants reporting 
White only (83.4%), followed by people of Two or 
More Races (8.1%), API only (4.2%), Hispanic/Latinx 
Race4 only (2.0%), Black only (2.0%), and North 
American Native only (0.4%). Overall 17.9% were 
People of Color, and 6.8% reported any 
Hispanic/Latinx Origin4. Of note, internet based 
surveys commonly have higher percentages of white 
respondents than the general population in the U.S.A.
 5

 

Combined Race/Ethnicity Ace 
(N=8663) 

Non-Ace 
(N=498) 

API Only 4.2 4.5 

Black Only 2.0 1.8 

Hispanic/Latinx Race4 Only 2.0 2.2 

Hispanic/Latinx All4 6.8 5.9 

North American Native Only 0.4 0.6 

White Only 83.4 83.1 

Two or More Races 8.1 7.8 

People of Color 17.9 17.3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5  
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Two or More Races Distributions 

The distributions of ace respondents reporting two 
or more races includes percentages that do not add 
up to 100%, as each respondent indicated more than 
one response. The majority of ace participants with 
two or more races indicated one of their races was 
White (77.9%), followed by API (30.8%), a notably 
high percentage of North American Native (30.0%) 
compared to the North American Native only 
categories in sections 1.6.2-1.6.4; followed by  Black 
(19.0%), those who indicated any Hispanic/Latinx 
origin (18.8%) , and those who indicated 6

Hispanic/Latinx as a race (7.0%)6. Definitions for 
Hispanic/Latinx All and Hispanic/Latinx as a Race 
and who is included in Two or More Races are 
included in the Race Categorization section 1.6.1. 
 

Race/Ethnicity: of 2 or 
More 

Ace 
(N=512) 

Non-Ace 
(N=29) 

API 30.8 42.1 

Black 19.0 15.8 

Hispanic/Latinx Race6 7.0 5.3 

Hispanic/Latinx All6 18.8 20.7 

North American Native 30.0 21.1 

White 77.9 73.7 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6  Definitions for Hispanic/Latinx All and Hispanic/Latinx 
as a Race are included in the Race Categorization section 
1.6.1 

POC Distribution 

Of the respondents of color, the largest group were 
respondents with any Hispanic/Latinx origin 
(37.1%)6, followed by people of Two or More Races 
(35.4%), API only (23.3%), Black only (11.0%), 
Hispanic/Latinx as a race only (10.8)6, and North 
American Native only (2.1%). This follows a general 
trend that respondents of Two or More Races, API, 
and Hispanic/Latinx All4.  

As mentioned in the Race Categorizations section 
1.6.1, Chi-Square distributions were run for each race 
against all questions in the survey to see if there were 
statistical differences for certain racial groups and 
they are reported within those sections, such as API 
Only respondents had a significantly smaller 
proportion of non-ace partners, while North 
American Native only respondents had a significantly 
higher proportion of non-ace partners.  
 

Race/Ethnicity: of POC Ace 
(N=1210) 

Non-Ace 
(N=70) 

API Only 23.3 25.6 

Black Only 11.0 10.5 

Hispanic/Latinx Race6 Only 10.8 12.8 

Hispanic/Latinx All6 37.1 33.7 

North American Native Only 2.1 3.5 

Two or More Races 35.4 38.4 
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1.6.3 US Race Distributions 

What is your race?  

Check one or more boxes. Categories are based on US 
census data. Check all that apply. 
 
Particularly notable comparisons of the U.S. ace 
respondents to the U.S. Census are: the higher 
percentages of ace respondents reporting both their 
race as only white (83.0% vs. 73.6%) and and those 
reporting two or more races (9.0% vs. 3.0%). More 
specifically there is also a higher percentage of 
Non-Hispanic White respondents (77.9%) compared 
to the U.S. Census (62.3%). As mentioned in the 
Combined Race section 1.6.2,  internet based surveys 
commonly have higher percentages of white 
respondents than the general population in the U.S.A., 
which we see replicated here.  7

It is also possible that the higher percentage of white 
ace respondents is influenced by a greater access to 
the community and the predominantly white 
representation in the media through both fictional 
characters and members of the ace community 
interviewed by journalists. The higher percentage of 
ace respondents with two or more races compared to 
the U.S Census may be related to the young age of the 
respondents, with a median age of 27 and a mean of 
22 for the whole survey. This is also reflected through 
the hispanic breakdown of two or more races, where 
both ace respondents with Two or more Races 
Non-Hispanic (6.9%) had higher percentages than 
the U.S. Census (2.2%), as well as ace respondents of 
Two or More Races that were Hispanic (2.1%) 
compared to the U.S. Census (0.8%). 

7  Dillman, D. A., Smyth, J. D., & Christian, L. M. (2014). 
Internet, Phone, Mail, and Mixed-Mode Surveys: The 
Tailored Design Method (4th ed.). Hoboken, NJ: John Wiley 
& Sons. 
 
8 Definitions for Hispanic/Latinx All and Hispanic/Latinx 
as a Race are included in the Race Categorization section 
1.6.1 

Conversely, there are lower percentages of ace 
respondents reporting their race as Asian or Pacific 
Islander only (API, 4.0% vs. 5.3%), North American 
Native only (0.5% vs. 0.8%), People of Color (POC, 
16.4% vs. 21.7%), and a much smaller percentage of 
ace respondents reporting their race as only Black 
(2.7% vs. 12.6%), and Hispanic/Latinx Only (1.8%) . 8

This ten times lower percentage for only black ace 
respondents may indicate a lack of inclusion or 
comfort for black ace participants in the greater ace 
community or lack of connection and/or access to the 
survey itself.  
 

US Race 
Ace 

(N=5239) U.S. Census 

US Census Questions % % 

American Indian Only 0.5 0.8 

API Only 4.0 5.3 

Black Only 2.7 12.6 

White Only 83.0 73.6 

White Non-Hispanic 77.9 62.3 

White Hispanic 5.1 11.3 

Two or More Races 9.0 3.0 

2+ Non-Hispanic 6.9 2.2 

2+ Hispanic 2.1 0.8 

 

Combined Race 
Questions 

Ace 
(N=5239) 

Non-Ace 
(N=300) 

Hispanic/Latinx Only8 1.8 2.7 

 
 
 
 

8  
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Are you of Hispanic, Latino, or Spanish Origin? 
(American Respondents Only) 
Mark Only One Oval. Categories are based on US census 
data. 
 

US Hispanic 
Ace 

(N=5287) U.S. Census 

Hispanic 9.2 17.1 

White Only 5.1 11.3 

Hispanic/Latinx Only9 1.8 - 

Two or More Races 2.0 0.8 

Other 0.4 - 

Non-Hispanic 90.8 82.9 

 
All U.S. respondents were asked if they were of 
Hispanic, Latino, or Spanish origin, only 9.2% said 
yes, while 17.1% of the U.S. Census responded yes, 
indicating lower representation  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
within our survey than in the U.S. population. Of aces 
who responded that they had Hispanic, Latino, or 
Spanish origin, the highest proportion was White 
Hispanic with 5.0% of the total ace respondents or 
54.7% of all ace respondents of 
Hispanic/Latinx/Spanish origin; followed by Two or 
More Races including Hispanic with  
2.0% of total ace respondents or 22.1% of all ace 
respondents of Hispanic/Latinx/Spanish origin; 
followed by those who exclusively  
reported Hispanic/Latinx as a Race  with 1.8% of the 

9

total ace respondents or 19.5% of all ace  
respondents of Hispanic/Latinx/Spanish origin, and 
the smallest proportion of aces of Other Races 
Hispanic 0.4% of total ace respondents or 4.3% of all 
ace respondents of Hispanic/Latinx/Spanish origin. 
  

9  Definitions for Hispanic/Latinx All and 
Hispanic/Latinx as a Race are included in the Race 
Categorization section 1.6.1 
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1.6.4 Canada Race Distributions  

What is your race?  

Mark as many as apply. Categories based on Canadian 
Census Data. 

Canada Race 
Ace 

(N=661) 
Canadian 
Census 

Canada Census 
Questions % % 

Aboriginal Only 0.8 1.9 

Asian Only 5.3 13.0 

Black Only 1.2 2.9 

Latin, Central, and South 
American Only 0.9 0.02 

Total Visible Minority 16.5 19.1 

Not Visible Minority 
(Includes Aboriginal) 84.0 80.9 

   

Combined Race 
Questions 

Ace 
(N=661) 

Non-Ace 
(N=39) 

White Only 82.1 87.2 

Two or More Races 9.1 5.1 

 
 

The Canadian Census removed race after the 2006 
census and now records ethnicities, however for 
administrative purposes it still captures visible 
minorities, which allows us to put together similar 
race demographics. Please notes that Aboriginal 
Canadians are not included in Visible Minorities.  

Canadian respondents were predominantly 
Non-Visible Minorities (84.0%) of those, white only 
had similar proportions to the U.S. (82.1%), but the 
Canadian Census did not have an only white category. 
Those responding as exclusively Aboriginal Canadian, 
Native American, Or Metis were 0.8%, lower than the 
Census’ 1.9%, but 4.4% of ace respondents had some 
ancestry of those groups. The total percentage of 
Visible Minorities was 16.5% in comparison to the 
Census’ 19.1%. Those with two or more races were 
the next highest proportion of ace respondents 
(9.1%), but a similar category was not found in the 
Canadian Census. This was  followed by Asian only 
(5.3%), Black only (1.2%), and Latin, Central, and 
South American Only (0.9%). Included in Total 
Visible Minority, but with too few responses to report 
on were also those reporting Arab or West Asian 
origins. 
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1.6.5 UK Race Distributions 

What is your ethnic group?  

Choose one section from A-E, then tick one box to best 
describe your ethnic group or Background. Categories 
based on UK census data. 
 

UK Race Ace (N=889) UK Census 

UK Census Questions % % 

Asian Only 1.5 7.5 

Black Only 0.8 3.3 

Mixed 3.9 2.2 

White Only 91.2 86.0 

 
 
 
The UK distributions show that the majority of ace 
respondents identified with the White only option 
(91.2%) slightly higher than the census data (86.0%). 
People of Mixed ethnicities came next with 3.9%. Of 
note are the discrepancies in the number of ace 
respondents who selected Black only (0.8%) 
compared to the Census (3.3%) and especially Asian 
Only (1.5%) with a difference of 6% compared to the 
Census (7.5%). This could be indicative of a number 
of different things, such as lack of access, awareness, 
or possibly cultural influences. 
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1.7 Gender Identity 
 

Which of the following best describes your current 
gender identity?Mark only one oval.  

Gender follows a similar trend to the 2014 AVEN Census, there 
is a majority female responses (56.8%), followed by those who 
chose not listed (see below) described as those with 
non-binary genders (30.9%)10, and with the smallest responses 
for male (12.3%). This gender skew is also found in the 
non-ace responses and indicates that it is a skew that exists not 
only in the ace respondents of this survey, but also those close 
to them.  
 
 
  

      
 
 

Gender Ace 
(N=8635) 

Non-Ace 
(N=497) 

Woman/female 56.8 47.1 

Not listed (see 
below)10 30.9 27.0 

Man/male 12.3 26.0 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Notably the non-ace respondents have a higher 
proportion of men than the ace respondents (26.0% 
vs. 12.3%) and a smaller proportion of women 
(47.1% vs. 56.8%), while those who chose not  listed
 are closer to one another (27.0% vs. 30.9%). 10

10 Distinctions between “not listed” and “non-binary 
genders” are described in the Terminology section.  
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If you chose “not listed” on the previous 
question, which of the following BEST describes 
you? If more than one of these apply to use, please 

choose the identity label that you most prefer. Mark 
only one oval. 
 
Excluding the 69.1% of ace respondents who selected “I 
did not choose "not listed"” , the breakdown was as 11

follows: 
 

The highest proportion of ace respondents who chose 
“not listed”11 vs. male or female was agender with 
27.3%, and it also had the highest proportion in the 
2014 census. It is followed by those who were 
questioning or unsure (19.1%), non-binary (12.4%), 
genderfluid (11.2%), demigirl (8.9%), genderqueer 
(6.9%), which was previously the second highest 
proportion in 2014, androgynous (3.7%), demiguy 
(3.0%), and neutrois (2.3%) with 5.1% using other 
terms to describe themselves.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

11 Distinctions between “not listed” and “non-binary 
genders” are described in the Terminology section.  

Starting with the 2016 census and those following, 
this question was updated to be a check all options 
that apply response.  
 

Gender additionally listed11 
Ace 

(N=2771) 
Non-Ace 
(N=143) 

Genderqueer 6.9 10.5 

Neutrois 2.3 <0.5 

Agender 27.3 18.2 

Non-binary 12.4 17.5 

Genderfluid 11.2 12.6 

Androgynous 3.7 2.8 

Demigirl 8.9 9.8 

Demiguy 3.0 1.4 

Questioning or unsure 19.1 17.5 

Other 5.1 9.8 
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1.7.1 Trans Intersections 

Do you consider yourself trans? Mark only one 

oval. 
 
Respondents were asked if they considered 
themselves either transgender, unsure, or not trans. 
Similar to the 2014 AVEN Census, 11.6% of ace 
respondents considered themselves trans, 10.7% 
were unsure, and 77.7% did not consider themselves 
trans. 
 
 

Considers self Ace 
(N=8639) 

Non-Ace 
(N=498) 

Trans 11.6 12.7 

Unsure 10.7 9.6 

Not trans 77.7 77.7 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Non-binary genders  vs. Trans Identity  12

 

 
Overall 28.6% of respondents with non-binary 
genders12 also identified as trans. Of ace respondents 
with non-binary genders those who identified as 
demiguys were the most likely to identify as trans 
(65.9%), followed by respondents who specifically 
selected non-binary (45.6%).  

Some were about equally likely to identify as trans, 
unsure, or not-trans, such as those who identified as 
neutrois (35.9%, 31.3%, 32.8% respectively), 
genderqueer (34.0%, 32.5%, 33.5% respectively), 
and genderfluid (32.5%, 36.7%, 30.9%).  

Those who identified their gender as as questioning 
or unsure were the least likely to identify as trans 
(5.8%), followed by demigirl (10.9%), and 
androgynous (14.7%), while demigirls were the most 
likely to identify as not trans (65.3%), followed by 
androgynous (64.7%), and questioning or unsure 
respondents (54.7%). Those who were questioning 
or unsure were most likely to be unsure of a trans 
identity (39.4%). 
 
 

 

12 Distinctions between “not listed” and “non-binary 
genders” are described in the Terminology section.  
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What sex were you assigned at birth? i.e. What 
was written on your birth certificate. Mark only 

one oval. Options included Male, Female, and 
Other________ 
 
Using information about assigned sex at birth (ASAB), 
trans identity, and current gender, we can define a 
composite group of people whose gender histories 
evolved, or indicated they were not cis-gender.  This 
includes respondents whose ASAB does not 
correspond to their current gender, as well as 
respondents who are trans or unsure if trans.  In 
total, 34.5% of the ace respondents (N=8550) and 
31.9% of non-ace respondents (N=495) fit in this 
group.  The vast majority of these percentages are 
accounted for by a combination of those with 
non-binary genders  and those who identified as 13

trans or unsure if they were trans (34.5% for ace 
respondents). 

33.3% of ace respondents reported that their ASAB 
did not correspond to their current gender identity, 
while 66.7% did have an ASAB that corresponds to 
their current gender identity. Of all respondents, 
65.8% of those assigned female at birth (AFAB) 
identified as female currently, while 70% of those 
assigned male at birth (AMAB) respondents currently 
identified as male. Of AFAB respondents 2.2% 
identify as men/male and of AMAB 6.0% identify as 
women/female. 

Data from the 2014 AVEN Census indicated 
differences between those who identify as trans or 
with a non-binary gender13 and those who currently 
identify with a gender that does not match their sex 
assigned at birth.  This survey found that those who 
were assigned male at birth (AMAB) and do not 
currently identify their gender as male have a higher 
percentage identifying as trans (40.9%) compared to 
those who were assigned female at birth (AFAB) and 
do not currently identify their gender as female 

13 Distinctions between “not listed” and “non-binary 
genders” are described in the Terminology section.  

(32.4%), chi-square significant p=0.19. Of those 
AMAB respondents who currently identify as a 
non-binary gender 26.7% identify as trans and of 
those AFAB respondents who currently identify as a 
non-binary gender 28.0% identify as trans.  

Overall 83.3% of respondents with non-binary 
genders13 were AFAB, with an N of 3,113. This is in 
line with the 2015 U.S. Transgender Survey Report , 14

which reported 80% of those with non-binary 
genders13 were AFAB and 20% were AMAB. 
 

ASAB vs. Current Ace 
(N=8573) 

Non-Ace 
(N=495) 

ASAB corresponds to 
current gender 

66.7 68.9 

ASAB does not 
correspond to current 
gender (Includes 
questioning 
respondents) 

33.3 31.1 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

14 2015 U.S. Transgender Survey Report 
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1.7.2 Comparison to the 2015 U.S. Transgender Survey Report from the National Center For Trans 
Equality 2015    15

  
As a comparison, the 2015 U.S. Transgender 
Survey Report from the National Center for Trans 
Equality included asexual in their sexual 
orientation option. Overall 10% of the Trans 
Survey respondents identified as asexual. As 
shown in their figure 4.28, specifically 17% of 
non-binary respondents identified as asexual, 7% 
of trans men, 6% of trans women, and 4% of 
those who identified as cross dressers.  
This follows what the Asexual Census has found, 
that there is a higher intersection between 
asexuality and those with non-binary genders  16

than the intersection of those who identify as 
asexual and trans, as found in section 1.7.1.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

15 Trans Survey Report 2015 
16 Distinctions between “not listed” and “non-binary genders” are described in the Terminology section.  

 

http://www.transequality.org/sites/default/files/docs/usts/USTS%20Full%20Report%20-%20FINAL%2
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Section 2: Asexual Identity 
 

2.1 Discovering Asexuality  
Asked to ace respondents only. 
 

Where did you first hear of asexuality? Mark only one oval. 

 
 

First Heard Percentage 

Tumblr 33.9 

I don't remember 19.0 

Word of mouth 14.2 

AVEN 7.7 

Other 7.4 

Wikipedia 4.8 

LGBTQ community 4.0 

Fandoms 3.1 

News 2.2 

Blogs 1.9 

Facebook 1.8 

 
 
Approximately one third of respondents found out 
about asexuality first from Tumblr, which stands out 
considerably as the next highest percentage is “I don’t 
remember” with 19.0% and then word of mouth with 
14.2%. All other types of media or referrals were 
below 10%. The Asexual Visibility and Education 
Network had the next highest percentage of 7.7%, 
followed by Other sources (7.4%), Wikipedia (4.8%), 
the LGBTQ community (4.0%), Fandoms (3.1%), 
News (2.2%), Blogs (1.9%), and Facebook (1.8%).  
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2.2 Previous Identity 

Prior to identifying as asexual/ gray-asexual/ demisexual/ equivalent, did you identify as any other 
sexual orientation? It may be a term you still identify with. If multiple answers apply, please choose the one you 

identified with most closely. Mark only one oval. 

 
 

Previously Identified Ace (N=8,639) 

Straight 47.9 

None 19.4 

Bisexual 12.9 

Pansexual 9.7 

Lesbian 3.8 

Queer 3.4 

Gay 1.9 

Other 1.0 

 

Close to the majority of ace respondents previously 
identified as straight (47.9%), followed by no prior 
identity (19.4%), bisexual (12.9%), pansexual (9.7%), 
lesbian (3.8%), queer (3.4%), gay (1.9%), and other 
(1.0%).  
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2.3 Attraction 
 

Which of the following romantic orientation 
labels do you MOST CLOSELY identify with? This 

list focuses on the gender(s) you are attracted to. 
Mark only one oval. 
 
The three highest proportions of romantic identity, 
focusing on who respondents were attracted to, were 
Aromantic (24.7%), Heteroromantic (23.9%), and 
Pan/Poly romantic (22.2%). If Pan- and biromantic 
were considered in the same group it would be the 
largest group with 35.9%. On its own Biromantic was 
13.7%, followed by Other (6.6%), Homoromantic 
(5.5%), Unsure (1.9%), and None (1.4%). 

Romantic orientation labels that described quality, 
intensity, or other descriptions of the romantic 
attraction outside of who it would be directed 
towards was asked in a separate question. These two 
questions were combined in the 2016 survey. 
 

Romantic 
Orientation 

Ace 
(N=8,634) 

Non-Ace 
(N=497) 

Aromantic 24.7 13.1 

Heteroromantic 23.9 19.3 

Pan/Poly 22.2 22.9 

Biromantic 13.7 17.3 

Other 6.6 8.5 

Homoromantic 5.5 9.5 

Unsure 1.9 - 

None 1.4 9.5 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Which of the following romantic orientation 
labels do you identify with? This list focuses on the 

nature of the attraction. Check all that apply. 
 
The highest proportion of those responding to the 
nature of attraction question did not identify with 
any of the terms (39.0%), followed by Demiromantic 
(18.9%), those who did not know what the terms 
were (18.5%), gray-romantic or gray-aromantic 
(17.5%), WTFromantic or quoiromantic (12.4%), 
lithromantic (4.9%), written in answers (4.9%), and 
Unsure (1.2%).  
 

Nature of Romantic 
Orientation 

Ace 
(N=8,399) 

Non-Ace 
(N=477) 

I don't identify with any of 
these 39.0 38.4 

Demiromantic 18.9 5.9 

I don't know what any of these 
are 18.5 46.1 

Gray-romantic or 
gray-aromantic 17.5 5.9 

WTFromantic or quoiromantic 12.4 6.1 

Lithromantic 4.9 2.7 

Write-in 4.9 3.8 

Unsure 1.2 1.0 
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Which of the following groups are you 
romantically attracted to? Check all that apply. 

 

Attraction 
Towards 

Female 
Ace 

(N=4890) 

Male Ace 
(N=1060) 

Non-binary 
Ace 

(N=2658) 

Men 64.7 31.3 52.1 

Women 40.2 63.4 56.4 

People with 
non-binary 
genders 

29.6 22.7 55.3 

None 15.1 17.4 21.9 

Unsure 24.4 14.1 22.5 

 
 

Respondents were asked who they were romantically 
attracted to, where they could choose all options that 
applied to them. Note that this question did not 
explicitly distinguish between known gender and 
perceived gender, and respondents may have 
answered based only on their attractions to people 
whose gender identities they knew, or may have 
answered based on assumptions about other people’s 
genders from their appearance or gender expression. 
Of course this ambiguity is present in most 
discussions of gender preference in sexual or 
romantic attraction. 

Female ace respondents were most likely to be 
attracted to men (64.7%), followed by women 
(40.2%), people with non-binary genders (29.6%), 
unsure (24.4%), and none (15.1%).  

Male ace respondents were most likely to be 
attracted to women (63.4%), followed by men 
(31.3%), people with non-binary genders (22.7%), 
none (17.4%), and unsure (14.1%).  

Non-binary ace respondents were almost equally 
likely to be attracted to women (56.4%%), men 
(52.1%), and people with non-binary genders  17

(55.3%), followed by unsure (22.5%) and none 
(21.9%).  

17  People with non-binary genders is the original wording 
for this question. 

 



 
Asexual Community Census  - 2015 Summary Report page 30 

 
2.4 Coming out 
 

At what age did you first *privately identify* as 
asexual, gray-A, demisexual, or some equivalent 
term? It counts even if you did not take the term 

seriously. If you are questioning your ace identity, 
please answer 0 or leave blank. 
 
The mean and median age for people to self identify 
was 18 for ace respondents. 
 

At what age did you first tell another person 
about your asexuality, gray-asexuality, 
demisexuality, or some equivalent term? 
 
The mean age for people to come out to someone else 
was 20, while the median age was 19. 

 

 

 

How many people in the following groups have 
you told about your asexuality / demisexuality / 
grey-asexuality? 
 
The majority of ace respondents did not have 
partners to come out to (51.4%) Of those who had 
partners the majority (69.2%) had come out to at 
least one partner. The majority of ace respondents 
had not come out to parents (59.8%), siblings 
(58.1%), classmates (69.3%), nor acquaintances 
(67.2%). The majority of ace respondents had come 
out to non-heterosexual friends in the largest 
percentage overall (81.3%), followed by heterosexual 
friends (75.1%).  
 

Came Out To 
Out to at 
least one 
person 

Not out 
to any 

Not 
Applicable 

 
Out of applicable 

respondents 
Out of total 

respondents 

Partners 
(N=8402) 69.2 30.8 51.4 

Parents (N=8443) 40.2 59.8 2.6 

Siblings (N=8422) 41.9 58.1 13.8 

Non-Heterosexual 
Friends (N=8487) 81.3 18.7 5.7 

Heterosexual 
Friends (N=8493) 75.1 24.9 3.3 

Classmates 
(N=8380) 30.7 69.3 16.0 

Acquaintances 
(N=8380) 32.8 67.2 5.2 
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Section 3: Sexuality 
3.1 Sex Drive Intensity 
How strong is your sex drive/libido? Sex drive, or 

libido, refers to the drive to engage in some kind of 
sexual gratification, whether through partnered sex or 
solo stimulation (e.g. masturbation). Mark only one 
oval. 
 

Intensity 
of Sex 
Drive 

Ace 
(N=8,591) 

Non-Ace 
(N=941) 

0 20.5 1.2 

1 41.1 15.5 

2 24.6 24.4 

3 11.0 40.5 

4 2.8 18.3 

 
 

 
 
 
 
Ace and non-ace respondents reported opposite 
distributions for their intensity of sex drive. For ace 
respondents, from 0 non-existent to 4 very strong, 
the largest proportion reported 1, at 41.1%. . For 
non-ace respondents, on the same scale, the largest 
proportion reported 3, at 40.5%.  
To verify that the distributions observed between ace 
and non-ace people are different at a statistical level, 
a Chi-Squared test was performed. As expected, the 
test indicated that the distributions were different at 
a significant level, p < 0.01 
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3.2 Kink, BDSM, and Fetishes 

How interested are you in any kink, bdsm, or 
fetish activities (including non-sexual ones)? 
If you are interested in some such activities but not 
others, answer only for the ones you are interested in. 
Mark only one oval.  
 
From 0 - not interested at all to 4 - very interested, 
respondents who identified as asexual only had the 
least interest (52.0% - 0), followed by the whole ace 
spectrum (46.4% - 0), ace spectrum - not asexual 
(31.7%), and non-ace respondents had 0 as the third 
highest category (19.6%). All ace spectrum, 
asexual-only, and ace spectrum - not asexual 
respondents had 1 as the next highest response 
(21.5%, 20.7%, and 23.6% respectively), followed by 

2 (13.8%, 12.4%, and 17.6%), responses of 3 (11.3%, 
9.6%, and 15.8% respectively), and 4 - very strong as 
the smallest proportions (7.0%, 5.3% and 11.4% 
respectively).  

Those identifying as asexual only had the steepest 
drop off from no interest at all as the highest 
category, certainly influencing the overall ace 
category. Those identifying as ace-spectrum but not 
asexual still had the highest percentage without any 
interest, but a more even distribution throughout. 
Non-ace respondents had a much more consistent 
interest between all categories, going from 0- no 
interest with 19.6%, to 1 -  16.7%, 2 - 25.5%, 3 - 
21.4%, and 4 - 16.9%.  

 

Interest in Kink, 
BDSM, and/or Fetish 

All Ace-Spectrum 
(N=8556) 

Non-Ace 
(N=491) 

Asexual - identifying only 
(N=6,211) 

Ace-spec, not Asexual 
(N=2,355) 

0 46.4 19.6 52.0 31.7 

1 21.5 16.7 20.7 23.6 

2 13.8 25.5 12.4 17.6 

3 11.3 21.4 9.6 15.8 

4 7.0 16.9 5.3 11.4 
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3.2 Masturbation 

If you have ever masturbated, how frequently do 
you do so? 

Masturbating a few times a month was the most 
frequent response for respondents who identified as 
all-ace spectrum, asexual only, and as ace spectrum 
but non-asexual  (30.4%, 29.2% and 33.5% 
respectively), and was the second highest for non-ace 

respondents (23.9%). A few times a week was the 
second highest response for all ace-spectrum, and ace 
respondents who were not asexual (23.0% and 
29.7%), while it was the highest response for non-ace 
respondents (41.6%), and third for asexual only 
respondents (20.4%). Those identifying as asexual 
only responded that they had never masturbated in 
the second highest frequency (21.4%). 

 

Frequency of Masturbation All Ace - Spectrum 
(N=8,528) 

Non-Ace 
(N=493) 

Asexual - identifying 
only (N=6,169) 

Ace - spec, not 
Asexual (N=2,359) 

I have never masturbated 18.0 5.3 21.4 9.2 

I have masturbated before but 
do not currently do so. 10.9 4.1 11.6 9.0 

A few times a year or less 12.9 8.1 13.0 12.5 

A few times a month 30.4 23.9 29.2 33.5 

A few times a week 23.0 41.6 20.4 29.7 

At least once per day 4.9 17.0 4.4 6.2 
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Section 4: Relationships 

4.1 Significant Relationships 

What is your relationship status?  

Respondents were asked about any “significant 
relationships” other than family or close friends. 
77.1% of ace respondents reported that they were 
single at the time of the survey, while 19.1% reported 
that they were in at least one significant relationship, 
and 3.8% reported that they were engaged or 
married.  
 

Relationship Status 
Ace 

(N=8,647) 
Non-Ace 
(N=497) 

Single 77.1 58.1 

In at least one significant 
relationship (either romantic 
or not) 19.1 31.8 

Engaged/married 3.8 10.1 

 

 

Have you ever had a significant relationship that 
was romantic? 

46.8% of ace respondents reported that they have 
had a significant relationship that was romantic, 
47.8% reported they haven’t had a significant 
relationship that was romantic, and 5.4% reported 
that they don’t differentiate between romantic and 
non-romantic relationships. 
 

 

Significant Romantic 
Relationship 

Ace 
(N=8,622) 

Non-Ace 
(N=497) 

Yes 46.8 63.4 

No 47.8 29.4 

I don't differentiate between 
romantic and non-romantic 
relationships 5.4 7.2 

 

 

Have you ever had a significant relationship that 
was non-romantic? 

38.8% of ace respondents reported that they have 
had a significant relationship that was non-romantic, 
55.7% reported they haven’t had a significant 
relationship that was non-romantic, and 5.4% 
reported that they don’t differentiate between 
romantic and non-romantic relationships. 
 

Significant Non-Romantic 
Relationship 

Ace 
(N=8,609) 

Non-Ace 
(N=492) 

No 55.7 47.6 

Yes 38.8 44.1 

I don't differentiate between 
romantic and non-romantic 
relationships 5.4 8.3 
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One notable demographic difference was that North 
American Native only, ace respondents had a higher 
percentage of non-romantic relationships at 59.4%, 
statistically significant Chi2 p < 0.01. 
 

4.2 Partners 

Have you ever had a partner who is asexual, 
grey-A or demisexual? 

10.3% of ace respondents and 18.5% of non-ace 
respondents reported that they have had a partner 
who was asexual, gray-asexual or demisexual. 

 

Ever Had Ace Partner 
Ace 

(N=8,628) 
Non-Ace 
(N=496) 

No 89.7 81.5 

Yes 10.3 18.5 

 

 
 
 

 
Have you ever had a partner who is NOT asexual, 
grey-A or demisexual? 

55.1% of ace and 28.6% of non-ace respondents 
reported that they have had a partner who was not 
asexual, gray-asexual or demisexual.  
 

Ever Had Non-Ace 
Partner 

Ace 
(N=8,624) 

Non-Ace 
(N=496) 

Yes 55.1 71.4 

No 44.9 28.6 

 

 
 
Two notable differences between demographic 
groups were that API only ace respondents have a 
lower percentage who have ever had a non-ace 
partner at 39.5%, chi-square significant p=0.04, while 
North American Native only ace respondents had a 
higher percentage of non-ace partners at 68.8%, 
approaching chi-square significance p=0.7.  
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4.3 Polyamory 

Do you consider yourself polyamorous? 

9.5% of ace and 19.3% of non-ace respondents 
consider themselves polyamorous, 63.6% of ace and 
52.9% of non-ace respondents are not polyamorous, 
and 26.9% of ace and 27.8% of non-ace respondents 
are unsure.  
 
 

Consider Self Poly 
Ace 

(N=8,647) 
Non-Ace 
(N=497) 

No 63.6 52.9 

Unsure 26.9 27.8 

Yes 9.5 19.3 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4.4 Relationship Comparison 

Relationship Comparison to The 2015 U.S. 
Transgender Survey Report from the National 
Center for Trans Equality  18

One of the few places to compare the number of 
non-romantic relationships is the Transgender 
Survey report where enough people wrote in to 
include an option for aromantic/non-active/platonic 
relationships, to make up 0.2% of their respondents. 
Similarly 1.9% reported being polyamorous, 
compared to 9.5% ace respondents in this survey, in 
section 4.3. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

18 Trans Survey Report 2015 

 

http://www.transequality.org/sites/default/files/docs/usts/USTS%20Full%20Report%20-%20FINAL%2
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Section 5: Sexual Violence 

Due to the sensitive nature of the questions in this section, respondents were asked at the beginning of it if they were 
willing to answer questions about their sexual history, including experiences with sexual violence. This section only 
includes respondents who were willing to proceed with this section, 7.6% of respondents skipped this section, and all 
questions were optional.  
 

5.1 Rape and Non-consensual Sex 

Initial questions about non-consensual experiences:  
1. Have you ever experienced sex that you did not consent to or were incapable of giving consent to? 
2. Have you ever been raped? 
 
Respondents were asked two initial questions, one specifying rape and another on non-consensual experiences, to 
see if respondents treated the questions differently. Any version of non-consensual sex is considered rape by some 
people’s definitions.  

Of those who reported rape: the vast majority 
of respondents, 91.9%, also responded that 
they had experienced non-consensual sex, 
2.3% who reported rape were unsure of 
non-consensual sex, and 5.8% who reported 
rape reported no to non-consensual sex. Of 
those who were unsure of rape, 49.5% 
reported non-consensual sex, 34.4% were 
unsure of non-consensual sex, and 16.1% 
reported no to non-consensual sex. Of those 
who reported no to rape, 3.1% reported 
non-consensual sex, 2.5% reported unsure to 
non-consensual sex, and 94.3% reported no to 
non-consensual sex.  
 

Rape Vs. Non-Consensual Sex All 
Respondents Rape: Yes Rape: Unsure Rape: No N 

Non-Consensual: Yes 91.9 49.5 3.1 1126 

Non-Consensual: Unsure 2.3 34.4 2.6 334 

Non-Consensual: No 5.8 16.1 94.3 6992 

N 777 372 7303 8452 
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Of those who reported yes to non-consensual sex: the 
majority of respondents, 63.4%, also reported that 
they had been raped, 16.3% were unsure of rape, and 
20.2% reported no to rape. Of those who reported 
unsure to non-consensual sex, 5.4% reported rape, 
38.3% were unsure of rape, and 56.3% reported no to 
rape. Of those who reported no to non-consensual sex, 
0.6% reported yes to rape, 0.9% reported unsure to 
rape, and 98.5% reported no to rape.  
 
 

Non-Consensual Sex Vs. Rape 
All Respondents 

Non-Consensual: 
Yes 

Non-Consensual: 
Unsure 

Non-Consensual: 
No N 

Rape: Yes 63.4 5.4 0.6 777 

Rape: Unsure 16.3 38.3 0.9 372 

Rape: No 20.2 56.3 98.5 7303 

N 1126 334 6992 8452 

 
For the remaining questions on rape or non-consensual sex these two questions are combined, so that if someone 
responded yes to either their response would be counted.  
 

Rape & Non-Consensual Sex All 
Respondents Rape (N=8,460) Non-Consensual Sex 

(N=8,459) 
Rape or N-C Sex (I.e. yes to 

either) (N=8,452) 

Yes 9.2 13.3 14.1 

Unsure 4.4 3.9 4.4 

No 86.4 82.7 81.5 

N 8460 8459 8452 

 
 

Rape or 
Non-Consensual Sex 

Ace 
(N=7,983) 

Non-Ace 
(N=469) 

Yes 13.8 19.0 

Unsure 4.4 5.5 

No 81.8 75.5 

 
 

 
Ace respondents reported that 13.8% had 
experienced rape or non-consensual sex, 4.4% were 
unsure, and 81.8% reported they had experienced 
neither. Non-ace respondents reported that 19.0% 
had experienced rape or non-consensual sex, 5.5% 
were unsure, and 75.5% reported they had 
experienced neither. 
 

 



 
Asexual Community Census  - 2015 Summary Report page 39 

 

Ace Rape or 
Non-Consensual 
Sex Yes Unsure No N 

Asexual 11.5 3.8 84.7 5771 

Demisexual 21.5 5.1 73.4 891 

Gray-Asexual 18.4 6.7 74.9 1321 

 

Woman/female 12.6 3.4 84.0 4523 

Man/male 8.9 3.4 87.7 984 

Not listed20 17.9 6.4 75.6 2450 

 

Trans 22.0 7.4 70.6 936 

Unsure 14.6 6.7 78.7 841 

Not trans 12.4 3.6 83.9 6186 

 

API Only 9.1 2.3 88.6 308 

Black Only 20.1 4.9 75.0 144 

Hispanic/Latinx All  19 15.1 4.2 80.8 530 

Hispanic/Latinx Only 12.2 1.9 86.0 107 

North American 
Native Only (Sig. 
Chi2 p < .0 
compared to Ace) 35.5 6.5 58.1 31 

POC 16.3 3.7 80.0 1075 

White Only 13.6 4.4 82.1 6585 

Two or more Races 18.3 5.3 76.4 624 

19 Definitions for Hispanic/Latinx All and Hispanic/Latinx 
as a Race are included in the Race Categorization section 
1.6.1 
 

 
 
When respondents who reported rape or 
non-consensual sex are broken out among a variety 
of demographics, notable differences come to light.  

Of ace respondents, those who identify as demisexual 
or gray-asexual have higher percentages (21.5% and 
18.4% respectively) of rape and non-consensual sex 
compared to asexual respondents (11.5%).  

Ace respondents who marked their gender as not 
listed, described as those with non-binary     genders

, had a higher proportion of rape and 20

non-consensual sex (17.9%), in comparison to 
women (12.6%), and followed by men (8.9%).  
 

 
 
 
 
Ace respondents who identified as trans had a higher 
proportion of rape and non-consensual sex (22.0%), 

20  Distinctions between “not listed” and “non-binary 
genders” are described in the Terminology section.  
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compared to by those who were unsure (14.6%), and 
people who were not trans (12.4%).  
 

 
 
Ace respondents who identified as North American 
Native only had the highest proportion of rape and 
non-consensual sex of any demographic breakdown 
(35.5%) and was statistically significantly different 
than ace respondents as whole (Chi2 p<.01), followed 
by black only (20.1%), those with two or more races 
(19.3%), people of color (16.3%), Hispanic/Latinx All 
(15.1%) , white (13.6%), Hispanic/Latinx only 21

(12.2%)21, and Asian/Pacific Islander (9.1%). 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

21 Definitions for Hispanic/Latinx All and Hispanic/Latinx 
as a Race are included in the Race Categorization section 
1.6.1 

Non-Ace Rape or 
Non-Consensual Sex Yes Unsure No N 

Non-straight 23.0 6.7 70.3 330 

Straight 9.4 2.9 87.8 139 

 

Woman/female 19.8 5.0 75.2 222 

Man/male 11.4 3.3 85.4 123 

Not listed  22 25.2 8.9 65.9 123 

 

Trans 34.5 5.2 60.3 58 

Unsure 20.9 9.3 69.8 43 

Not trans 16.3 5.2 78.5 368 

 

API Only 13.5 2.7 83.8 37 

Black Only 20.0 0.0 80.0 10 

Hispanic/Latinx All21 37.0 3.7 59.3 27 

Hispanic/Latinx Only21 25.0 0.0 75.0 8 

North American Native 
Only 33.3 0.0 66.7 3 

POC 18.8 7.8 73.4 64 

White Only 18.2 6.1 75.8 413 

Two or more races 13.5 10.8 75.7 37 

 
Ace respondents who had reported rape or 
non-consensual sex had the highest average age (26), 
followed by those who were unsure (24), and those 
who responded no (22).  

  

22  Distinctions between “not listed” and “non-binary 
genders” are described in the Terminology section.  
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5.2 Sexual Assault 

Aside from the experiences described in 
questions [on rape and non-consensual sex], 
have you ever experienced sexual contact that 
you did not consent to, or were incapable of 
giving consent to? “Sexual contact” is a broader 

category than “sex”, and includes things such as 
groping and kissing. 
 
35.4% of ace respondents reported having 
experienced sexual contact, including groping or 
kissing that they didn’t consent to, or were unable to 
consent to, with 45.3% of non-straight non-ace 
respondents reported, followed by 28.1% of straight 
non-ace respondents. 
 

Sexual 
assault 

Ace 
(N=7,983) 

Non-Straight 
Non-Ace 
(N=329) 

Straight 
Non-Ace 
(N=139) 

Yes 35.4 45.3 28.1 

Unsure 4.9 4.9 5.8 

No 59.7 49.8 66.2 

 

 
 
Of note, ace respondents who identified as North 
American Native only had a Chi-Square significantly 
different distribution (p = .01) with 54.8% having 
experienced sexual assault, 6.4% were unsure, and 
38.7% had not. 
 

5.3 Social Pressure for Sex 

This section asks about social pressure for sex from 
intimate partners and non-intimate partners. Any 
version of non-consensual sex is considered rape by 
some people’s definitions.  
 
Have you ever had sex due to social pressure 
from sexual partners? That is, you would not have 

had the sex otherwise. 
 
18.5% of ace respondents reported having had sex 
due to social pressure from a partner, with 24.0% of 
non-straight non-ace respondents reported, followed 
by 17.3% of straight non-ace respondents.  
 

Partner 
coercion (sex 
due to pressure 
from partners) 

Ace 
(N=7,984) 

Non-Straigh
t Non-Ace 
(N=329) 

Straight 
Non-Ace 
(N=139) 

Yes 18.5 24.0 17.3 

Unsure 3.0 3.3 6.5 

No 78.5 72.6 76.3 

 

 
 
Of note, ace respondents who identified as North 
American Native only had a Chi-Square significantly 
different distribution (p = .01) with 35.5% having 
experienced partner pressure, 0.0% were unsure, 
and 64.52% had not. 
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Have you ever had sex due to social pressure 
from people who were NOT sexual partners? 
That is, you would not have had the sex otherwise. 
  
7.6% of ace respondents reported having had sex due 
to social pressure from their peers other than their 
partner(s), with 8.5% of non-straight non-ace 
respondents reported, followed by 5.0% of straight 
non-ace respondents. 
 

Non-partner 
coercion 
(sex due to 
pressure not 
from 
partners) 

Ace 
(N=7,983) 

Non-Straight 
Non-Ace 
(N=329) 

Straight 
Non-Ace 
(N=139) 

Yes 7.6 8.5 5.0 

Unsure 2.8 3.6 2.9 

No 89.6 87.8 92.1 

 

 
 
Of note, ace respondents who identified as North 
American Native only had a Chi-Square significantly 
different distribution (p = .05) with 16.1% having 
experienced social pressure, 0.0% were unsure, and 
83.9% had not. 
  
 
 
 

5.4 Perpetrators 

The percentages and responses in the following section 
are only of those who have experienced sexual violence.  

Were any of these experiences with intimate 
partners? You decide what “intimate partner” means 

to you. Mark only one oval. 

Approximately half of ace respondents had 
experienced sexual violence with their partners 
(50.6%), while non-aces, both straight and 
non-straight experienced sexual violence with 
partners (44.1% for both).  
 

Partners as 
Perpetrators 

Ace 
(N=3541) 

Non-Straight 
Non-Aces 
(N=186) 

Straight 
Non-Aces 

(N=59) 

Yes 50.6 44.1 44.1 

Unsure 5.4 7.0 5.1 

No 44.1 48.9 50.8 

 

 
Of note, ace respondents who identified as API 
(31.8%) and Hispanic/Latinx as a Race (36.2%)  23

had lower percentages of partners as perpetrators, 
with API having a Chi-Square significantly different 
distribution (p = .02) while Hispanic/Latinx as a 
Race23 was approaching significance (p = 0.9). 

23 Definitions for Hispanic/Latinx All and Hispanic/Latinx 
as a Race are included in the Race Categorization section 
1.6.1 
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Were any of these experiences with people who 
were NOT intimate partners? Mark only one oval. 

 
The majority of ace respondents who had 
experienced sexual violence (65.6%) with people 
who were not their intimate partners, followed by 
straight non-aces (64.4%), with the highest 
percentage for non-straight non-aces (75.4%).  
 

Non-Partners 
as Perpetrators 

Ace 
(N=3539) 

Non-Straight 
Non-Aces 
(N=187) 

Straight 
Non-Aces 

(N=59) 

Yes 65.6 75.4 64.4 

Unsure 4.8 3.7 3.4 

No 29.6 20.9 32.2 

 

 
 
Of note, ace respondents who identified as 
Hispanic/Latinx as a Race (80.0%)  had a higher 24

percentage of non-partners as perpetrators with a 
Chi-Square significantly different distribution (p = 
.05). 
 
 
 
 
 

24  Definitions for Hispanic/Latinx All and Hispanic/Latinx 
as a Race are included in the Race Categorization section 
1.6.1 

5.5 Sexual Violence Combined 

Sexual Violence includes all participants who 
reported rape, non-consensual sex, coercion, or 
assault.  
 
43.5% of ace respondents reported having 
experienced sexual violence, with 55.5% of 
non-straight non-ace respondents, and 38.1% of 
straight non-ace respondents.  
 

Any sexual 
violence 
(coercion, 
assault, rape, 
non-consensual 
sex) 

Ace 
(N=7,942) 

Non-Straight 
Non-Ace 
(N=327) 

Straight 
Non-Ace 
(N=139) 

Yes 43.5 55.5 38.1 

Unsure 4.8 2.1 5.8 

No 51.7 42.5 56.1 

 
 

By your best estimate, how old were you when 
the EARLIEST of these experiences occurred? If 
there were no experiences, or you don't know when, 
leave this blank. 
 
The earliest age in which an ace respondent first 
experienced sexual violence was 1 year of age, with a 
mean of 14 years, and a median of 15 years. 
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By your best estimate, how old were you when 
the MOST RECENT of these experiences 
occurred? If there were no experiences, or you don't 

know when, leave this blank. 
 
The earliest age in which an ace respondent last 
experienced sexual violence was 3 year of age, with a 
mean of 19 years, and a median of 19 years. 
 

 
 
 
 

Overall Sexual Violence by Age 

 
Ace respondents who had reported rape or 
non-consensual sex had the highest average age (25), 
followed by those who were unsure (22), and those 
who responded no (22).  
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Section 6: Consensual Sexual Experiences 
 
The following questions asked about experiences with consensual partnered sex. 
 

Have you ever consensually had sex? 

 
The majority of ace respondents (68.4%) had not had 
consensual sexual experiences, 29.0% had 
consensual sexual experiences, but 2.8% were 
unsure. In contrast, the majority of non-ace 
respondents had consensual sexual experiences 
(57.0%), followed by those who had not (41.9%), and 
those who were unsure (1.1%).  
 

Consensual Sex 
Ace 

(N=7,921) 
Non-Ace 
(N=463) 

Yes 29.0 57.0 

No 68.4 41.9 

Unsure 2.6 1.1 

 

 
 
 Of note, ace respondents who identified as North 
American Native only (40.0%)  had a higher 
percentage of consensual sex with a Chi-Square 
significantly different distribution (p = .01). 
 

 
 
 

How old were you when you first had consensual 
sex? 
 
1.68% of ace respondents and 4.15% of non-ace 
respondents reported consensual sex under age 14. 
In keeping with sexual violence literature, sexual 
experiences under the age of 14 are kept separate 
from consensual experiences, and are not included in 
the following graphs or averages. The average age of 
first consensual sex for ace and non-ace respondents 
was 22 years old, while the median age of ace 
respondents was 22 years old and 21 years old for 
non-ace respondents. 
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Have you been consensually sexually active in 
the past year? 

 
The majority of ace respondents (81.4%) had not 
been sexually active in the last year, followed by 
those who had (17.2%), and those who are unsure 
(1.5%). Approximately half of non-ace respondents 
(50.9%) had not been sexually active in the last year, 
followed by those who had (48.3%), and those who 
were unsure (0.9%). 
 

Sexually Active Past 
Year 

Ace 
(N=7,918) 

Non-Ace 
(N=460) 

No 81.4 50.9 

Yes 17.2 48.3 

Unsure 1.5 0.9 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Would you be willing to consider having sex with 
a partner who wanted it as part of a 
relationship? 
 
Ace respondents were somewhat split about whether 
they would be interested in having sex with a partner 
who wanted it as part of the relationship, 41.0% said 
yes, 35.1% were unsure, and 24.0% said no. Non-ace 
respondents were somewhat split about whether 
they would be interested in having sex with a partner 
who wanted it as part of the relationship, 41.0% said 
yes, 35.1% were unsure, and 24.0% said no.  
 

Willing to Consider Sex 
for Relationship Partner 

Ace 
(N=7,952) 

Non-Ace 
(N=464) 

Yes 41.0 84.5 

Unsure 35.1 12.5 

No 24.0 3.0 
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Consensual Sex by Sexual Violence 

 
The largest percentage of ace respondents had not 
had consensual sex and also had not experienced 
sexual violence (45.2%), followed by those who had 
experienced both consensual sex and sexual violence 
(21.8%), those who had not experienced consensual 
sex but had experienced sexual violence (20.2%), any 
combination with unsure (7.1%), and the smallest 
percentage were those who had experienced 
consensual sex without any sexual violence (5.6%).  
 

Consensual 
Sex 

Sexual 
Violence 

- No 

Sexual 
Violence 
- Unsure 

Sexual 
Violence 

- Yes 
N 

Consensual 
Sex - No 45.2 3.0 20.2 5383 

Consensual 
Sex - Unsure 0.5 0.3 1.8 203 

Consensual 
Sex - Yes 5.6 1.5 21.8 2282 

N 4041 379 3448 7868 
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Section 7: Mental Health 

Respondents were asked 5 questions their experiences with mental health professionals. The questions were intended 
to gauge the respondent’s experiences with mental health professionals, if any of their experiences going to mental 
health professionals were related to their (a)sexuality, and how supportive or unsupportive the mental health 
professionals were regarding the respondent’s (a)sexuality. 

Have you ever gone to a mental health 
professional before? 
 
The majority of ace respondents had been to a mental 
health professional, 61.2%, while 37.8% had not, and 
1.0% were unsure. 
 

Seen Mental Health 
Professional 

Ace 
(N=8,648) 

Non-Ace 
(N=496) 

Yes 61.2 64.7 

No 37.8 34.1 

Unsure 1.0 1.2 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Do you think your (a)sexuality was a factor in 
leading you to go to a mental health 
professional? 

 
Approximately half (51.6%) of ace respondents did 
not think that their asexuality or sexuality was a 
factor that lead them to go to a mental health 
professional, while 36.6% had not seen a mental 
health professional, 6.8% were unsure, and 5.0% did 
think that it was a factor. 
 

Asexuality Factor in 
Seeing Mental Health 
Professional 

Ace 
(N=8,648) 

Non-Ace 
(N=496) 

No 51.6 53.0 

N/A; I did not seek a mental 
health professional 36.6 32.5 

Unsure 6.8 7.1 

Yes 5.0 7.5 
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Were you pressured into seeking a mental health 
professional? 

 
10.4% of the respondents who have seen a mental 
health professional reported that they consistently 
felt pressured to seek a mental health professional 
while 19.1% reported that they sometimes felt 
pressured, but other times sought out a mental health 
professional on their own without any pressure. 
36.4% reported that they never felt pressured, and 
always sought out a mental health professional on 
their own accord. 
 

Pressured into Seeing a 
Mental Health 
Professional 

Ace 
(N=8,642) 

Non-Ace 
(N=497) 

No 36.4 34.4 

N/A; I did not seek a 
mental health professional 34.1 31.6 

Sometimes yes, 
sometimes no 19.1 23.9 

Yes 10.4 10.1 

 

 
 
Of note, ace respondents who identified as North 
American Native only (27.3.0%)  had a higher 
percentage of being pressured to see a mental health 
professional with a Chi-Square significantly different 
distribution (p = .01). 

 
 

If any of your mental health professionals ever 
reacted to your (a)sexuality, was it a positive or 
negative experience? 

 
The majority of ace respondents (76.4%) had not 
received a reaction from a mental health 
professional, either from not going to one or not 
coming out to one. 12.3% of ace respondents had at 
least one positive reaction, with 9.2% receiving 
exclusively positive reactions. 7.4% of ace 
respondents had at least one negative reaction, with 
4.3% having exclusively negative reactions. 11.1% 
received at least one neutral reaction, or one that was 
neither positive nor negative, with 8.4% exclusively 
receiving neutral reactions.  
 

Mental Health Professional's 
Reaction Ace (N=8599) 

One or more Positive 12.3 

Only Positive 9.2 

One or more Negative 7.4 

Only Negative 4.3 

One or more Neutral 11.1 

Only Neutral 8.4 

One or more Not Applicable 76.4 
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Section 8: Communities  

8.1 Asexual Communities 

Where did you first participate in an asexual 
community? 

 
The largest first participation percentage came from 
Tumblr, 38.6%, followed by the Asexual Visibility and 
Education Network (AVEN, asexuality.org, 19.9%), 
Reddit (5.5%), Facebook (4.6%), other areas of the 
community (3.2%), offline groups (2.9%), and 
non-English asexual forums (1.4%). 23.9% of ace 
respondents had never participated in an ace 
community. 
 

Where first 
participated 

Ace 
(N=8641) 

Non-Ace 
(N=489) 

Tumblr 38.6 20.4 

I have never 
participated 23.9 62.4 

AVEN 19.9 4.9 

Reddit 5.5 - 

Facebook 4.6 - 

Other 3.2 7.6 

Offline Group 2.9 4.7 

Non-English asexual 
forum 1.4 - 

 
 
 

How old were you when you first participated in 
an asexual community? If you have never 

participated in an asexual community, you can leave 
this blank. 
 
For those who have participated in an asexual 
community the average age of first participation was 
20 years old and the median was 19 years old.  
 

 
 

How much do you currently read/watch or 
post/comment in online asexual communities, or 
participate in offline asexual communities? 
 
Approximately a third of ace respondents 
participated in online ace communities through 
reading or watching posts a few times a week 
(33.8%) and at least once per day (32.7%), followed 
by a few times a month (22.0%), a few times a year or 
less (8.9%) and never (2.6%).  

Approximately a third of ace respondents reported 
never participating through posting or commenting 
(30.6%), followed by a few times a year or less 
(26.4%) and a few times a month (24.5%), a few 
times a week (13.4%), and at least once per day 
(5.1%). 

The large majority of ace respondents never 
participated in offline groups (83.4%), followed by a 
few times a year or less (10.6%),  a few times a 
month (4.5%), a few times a week (1.2%), and at 
least once per day (0.4%).  
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Frequency of 
Participation 

Reading 
Ace 

(N=8531) 

Posting 
Ace 

(N=8486) 

Offline 
Ace 

(N=8591) 

Never 2.6 30.6 83.4 

A few times a 
year or less 8.9 26.4 10.6 

A few times a 
month 22.0 24.5 4.5 

A few times a 
week 33.8 13.4 1.2 

At least once per 
day 32.7 5.1 0.4 

 

 

 
What is the biggest reason that you participate in 
asexual communities? 
 
The largest percentage of ace respondents reported 
that they participated in asexual communities to 
learn more about myself or asexuality (28.7%), to 
find people like myself (24.7%), those who do not 
participate (22.9%), to talk about asexuality (8.8%), 
to have general discussions (5.6%), to be an advocate 
(4.7%), to find friends and partners (3.5%), all of 
these reasons to participate (0.5%), to educate 
(0.2%), to find a sense of community (0.1%), not sure 
(0.1%), and general interest (0.1%).  
 
 

Biggest reason to participate 
Ace 

(N=8597) 

To learn more about myself or asexuality 28.7 

To find people like myself 24.7 

I do not participate in asexual 
communities 22.9 

To talk about asexuality 8.8 

To have general discussions 5.6 

To be an advocate 4.7 

To find friends or partners 3.5 

All of the above 0.5 

To educate 0.2 

Sense of community 0.1 

Not sure 0.1 

General interest 0.1 
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8.2 LGBTQ Communities 

Do you consider yourself LGBTQ+? 
 
The majority of ace respondents considered 
themselves to be LGBTQ+ (68.7%), followed by those 
who were unsure (17.1%), and those who did not 
(14.2%).  
 

Considers Self 
LGBTQ+ 

Ace 
(N=8652) 

Non-Ace 
(N=497) 

Yes 68.7 64.0 

Unsure 17.1 27.4 

No 14.2 8.7 

 
 

 
 

Do you consider yourself queer? 

 
About half of ace respondents considered themselves 
to be queer (49.7%), followed by those who did not 
(29.4%), and those who were unsure (20.8%).  
 

Considers Self 
Queer 

Ace 
(N=8641) 

Non-Ace 
(N=492) 

Yes 49.7 47.6 

No 29.4 37.8 

Unsure 20.8 14.6 

 
 

 
 

 
If you consider yourself queer or LGBTQ+, what 
aspects of your identity factor into that decision? 

Check all that apply. 
 
The largest percentage of ace respondents 
considered themselves LGBTQ+ or queer due to their 
sexual orientation (73.5%), followed by romantic 
orientation (62.0%), those who do not (30.4%), and 
other reasons (2.2%).  
 

Reason For LGBTQ or 
Queer Identification 

Ace 
(N=8276) 

Non-Ace 
(N=469) 

Sexual Orientation 73.5 69.1 

Romantic Orientation 62.0 58.4 

Do not consider self 
LGBTQ+ or Queer 30.4 33.7 

Other 2.2 1.9 
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75.2% of respondents who identified as asexual 
considered themselves LGBTQ+ or queer due to their 
sexual orientation, followed by 71.2% of gray-asexual 
respondents, 70.8% of demisexual respondents, and 
69.1% of non-ace respondents. 

Of demisexual respondents who considered 
themselves LGBTQ+ or queer due to their sexual 
orientation (N=645), 24.0% exclusively identified 
with the ace spectrum, 19.4% additionally identified 
as pansexual,  followed by 18.3% queer, 15.3% 
bisexual, 10.9% straight, 6.0% lesbian, and 6.0% 
other. 

Of gray-asexual respondents who considered 
themselves LGBTQ+ or queer due to their sexual 
orientation (N=961), 26.2% exclusively identified 
with the ace spectrum, 22.2%  additionally identified 
as queer, followed by 15.4% bisexual, 14.7% 
pansexual, 10.2% straight, 3.9% lesbian, 3.9% gay 
and 3.9% other. 
 

Reason For LGBTQ or Queer 
Identification: Sexual 
Orientation 

Yes No 

Asexual (N=6001) 74.5 25.5 

Demisexual (N=912) 70.8 29.2 

Gray-Asexual (1363) 71.2 28.8 

None of the Above (N=469) 69.1 30.9 

All (N=8745) 73.3 26.7 

 

 
 

90.2% of respondents who identified as 
homoromantic considered themselves LGBTQ+ or 
queer due to their romantic orientation, followed by 
pan/poly (87.3%), biromantic (82.7%), aromantic 
(70.2%), other (57.0% ), unsure (51.6%), none 
(18.2%), heteroromantic (12.5%), and 61.8% overall.  
 

Reason For LGBTQ or Queer 
Identification: Romantic 
Orientation 

Yes No 

Aromantic (N=2091) 70.2 29.8 

Biromantic (N=1240) 82.7 17.3 

Heteroromantic (N=1987) 12.5 87.5 

Homoromantic (N=519) 90.2 9.8 

None (N=159) 18.2 81.8 

Other (N=565) 57.0 43.0 

Pan/Poly (N=2002) 87.3 12.7 

Unsure (N=157) 51.6 48.4 

All (N=8720) 61.8 38.2 
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Do you currently actively participate in any 
LGBTQ+ communities, NOT including ones 
dedicated solely to asexuality / gray-asexual / 
demisexuality?  

Here, "community" may refer to a forum, a social 
networking community, a student group, etc.  Being 
LGBTQ+ does not necessarily mean you participate in 
any community, and you can participate in a 
community without being LGBTQ+. 
 
The majority of ace respondents, 60.0%, did not 
report participating in LGBTQ+ communities outside 
of those dedicated to asexuality / gray-asexual / 
demisexuality, followed by 33.3% who did, and 6.7% 
who were unsure.  
 

Participate in LGBTQ+ 
Communities 

Ace 
(N=8618) 

Non-Ace 
(N=491) 

No 60.0 42.2 

Yes 33.3 50.1 

Unsure 6.7 7.7 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

If you have ever had contact with LGBTQ+ 
communities, besides ones dedicated solely to 
asexuality / gray-asexual / demisexuality, how 
was your experience? 

 
The largest percentage of ace respondents, 44.0%, 
did not have enough contact with an LGBTQ+ 
community besides those dedicated to asexuality / 
gray-asexual / demisexuality to respond to how their 
experience was. Of those who could respond to their 
experience, about a third, 30.9%, reported mostly 
positive, but with a few negative experiences, 
followed by completely positive (13.5%), neither 
positive nor negative, overall (6.6%), mostly 
negative, but with a few positive experiences (4.4%), 
and completely negative (0.5%).  
 

Contact with LGBTQ+ 
Communities 

Ace 
(N=8618) 

Non-Ace 
(N=941) 

Completely positive 13.5 19.9 

Mostly positive, but with a 
few negative experiences 30.9 40.0 

Neither positive nor 
negative, overall 6.6 6.8 

Mostly negative, but with a 
few positive experiences 4.4 2.1 

Completely negative 0.5 0.8 

I have not had enough 
contact to say 44.0 30.3 
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Do you think asexuality should be a part of the 
LGBTQ+ umbrella? 
 
A large majority of ace respondents and non-ace 
respondents reported that asexuality should be part 
of the LGBTQ+ umbrella (80.9% and 77.0% 
respectively), followed by those who were unsure 
(14.2% and 15.7% respectively), those who did not 
(3.6% and 5.5% respectively), partly (0.9% and 1.4% 
respectively), those who did not care (0.3% and 0.2% 
respectively), and those who preferred to rename the 
umbrella (each 0.2%). 
 
 
 
 

 

Asexuality Should Be 
Part of LGBTQ+ 
Umbrella 

Ace 
(N=8582) 

Non-Ace 
(N=492) 

Yes 80.9 77.0 

Unsure 14.2 15.7 

No 3.6 5.5 

Partly 0.9 1.4 

Don't care 0.3 0.2 

Rename Umbrella 0.2 0.2 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
  

 



 
Asexual Community Census  - 2015 Summary Report page 56 

Section 9: Attitudes About Sex 
 

How do you feel about the idea of you 
(personally) engaging in sex? Please select the 

option that best reflects your attitudes overall. 
 
Approximately a third of ace respondents feel 
repulsed about personal engagement in sex (36.6%), 
while nearly half of the respondents felt either 
indifferent (28.5%) or uncertain (21.3%). Only 7.5% 
of the ace respondents had a favorable feeling about 
personal engagement in sex, in contrast to the 67.4% 
of non-ace respondents with favorable feeling about 
personal engagement in sex.  
 

Feelings About Personal 
Engagement in Sex 

Ace 
(N=8647) 

Non-Ace 
(N=497) 

Repulsed 36.6 3.0 

Indifferent 28.5 10.9 

Favorable 7.5 67.4 

Uncertain 21.3 15.7 

Depends 3.2 1.8 

Averse 1.8 0.4 

Uncomfortable 0.8 0.4 

Scared 0.3 0.4 

 

 
 

“Our society has too much sex in it, and it would 
be better if it were diminished.” How strongly do 
you agree or disagree with this statement? 
 
On the scale of 0 to 4, with 0 being strongly disagree 
and 4 being strongly agree, half of ace respondents 
either agreed (30.1%) or strongly agreed (20.1%) 
with the statement, “Our society has too much sex in 
it, and it would be better if it were diminished.” In 
comparison, roughly a half of non-ace respondents 
either disagreed (25.5%) or strongly disagreed 
(21.1%) with the same statement. Approximately a 
third of both ace and non-ace respondents (31% and 
30.8% respectively) neither agreed nor disagreed 
with the statement.  
 

"Too Much Sex" Ace 
(N=8635) 

Non-Ace 
(N=494) 

Disagree 7.1 21.1 

1 11.7 25.5 

2 31.0 30.8 

3 30.1 15.8 

Agree 20.1 6.9 
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Do you consider yourself sex-positive, 
sex-neutral or sex-negative, when it comes to sex 
in general? This question is about self-identification, 

because of the differing definitions for each term. 
 
The largest percentage of ace respondents (44.5%) 
considered themselves sex-neutral when it comes to 
sex in general, followed by 30.1% who considered 
themselves sex-positive and 12.8% sex-negative. In 
contrast, nearly two-thirds of the non-ace 
respondents considered themselves sex-positive 
(64.4%), while 21.5% sex-neutral and only 2% 
sex-negative. Roughly the same percentage of ace and 
non-ace respondents responded none of the above or 
unsure (12.6% and 12.1% respectively).  
 
 

Sex-Positive, 
Sex-Neutral, 
Sex-Negative 

Ace 
(N=8651) 

Non-Ace 
(N=494) 

Sex-positive 30.1 64.4 

Sex-neutral 44.5 21.5 

Sex-negative 12.8 2.0 

None of the above, or 
unsure 12.6 12.1 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Which of the following statements do you MOST 
agree with? 
 
More than half of the ace respondents (58.9%) 
agreed that sex is neither negative nor positive 
overall. This is followed by 18.7% of ace respondents 
who believe that sex is more positive than negative, 
13.2% who are unsure, and 9.2% who believe that 
sex is more negative than positive. In comparison, 
nearly half of the non-ace respondents (48.7%) 
believe that sex is more positive than negative, and 
majority of the remaining half (40.6%) believe that 
sex is neither negative nor positive overall. Only 1.6% 
of non-ace respondents believed that sex is more 
negative than positive overall, with 9.1% unsure. 
 

Agree With Most Ace 
(N=8645) 

Non-Ace 
(N=493) 

I believe that sex is more 
positive than negative overall. 18.7 48.7 

I believe that sex is neither 
negative nor positive overall. 58.9 40.6 

I believe that sex is more 
negative than positive overall. 9.2 1.6 

Unsure 13.2 9.1 

 

 

 


